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DEBNATH SHAW (IFS: 1984)

Ambassador of India to Azerbaijan, Baku
Debnath Shaw (b:1955), after university studies did some trading business at Kolkata before joining the State Bank of Bikaner & Jaipur as Probationary Officer.  He joined the Indian Foreign Service (IFS) in August 1984 and completed a training programme at different institutions, including at the Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi.  He was posted to Hong Kong where he completed a diploma course in Chinese language (Mandarin) studies from the Chinese University of Hong Kong.  Thereafter, he was posted to the Indian Embassy at Beijing in March 1988 as Second Secretary/First Secretary (Pol).  He returned to Ministry of External Affairs (MEA), Delhi in September 1991 as Under Secretary/Deputy Secretary (China).  He was next posted to the Embassy at Bonn as First Secretary/Counsellor (IECC)  from October 1994 to February 1998, and thereafter, transferred to the Indian High Commission at Dhaka as Political Counsellor until June 2001.  He then served as Deputy Chief of Mission in Beijing until September 2004.  Shaw spent six months at the Centre for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS), Washington DC, as Visiting Fellow.  At CSIS, he published a paper on "Energy Security in South Asia".  On return to New Delhi, he was sent on deputation to Ministry of Defence as Joint Secretary (PIC) dealing with international cooperation.  He was reverted back to Ministry of External Affairs in January 2007 as Joint Secretary (CNV) looking after the Ministry's communications, vigilance and other administrative/logistical issues.  He has headed India's diplomatic mission at Baku as Ambassador to the Republic of Azerbaijan since end-December 2008.
Spouse, Dahlia, is a school teacher by profession.  Son, Debashish, is currently working at Montreal, Canada.
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